University Committee on Faculty A airs
Dear Committee Members,
I am writing this letter with much sadness and unease. The events that have unfolded
since Selman Akbulut refused to teach a class assigned to him in Spring 2015 have
left me and the department bruised and drained.
I do not see it necessary to comment upon the facts of the case here. These have been
reviewed in a public forum for what feels like an eternity. It is the public nature of
this commentary that bothers me the most. The slanderous comments and implicit
threats in this largely one-sided commentary do not bolster the arguments in favor
of veracity of facts. This has a ected individual faculty and sta enormously. This in
turn has created an additional burden completely orthogonal to the role of a faculty
member. It has necessitated an unwarranted modiÆcation in behavioral patterns.
For example, the public accusations in the emails have left me with many a sleepless
nights, thereby making it necessary to not read emails after a certain (Æxed) hour.
Even this has not been su cient on occasion. I do not believe the faculty should
need to resort to such measures with or without any administrative role. I believe the
various people involved in the evaluation of the merits of the case and the resulting
administrative review acted in good faith. On the other hand, various attempts to
mediate a more agreeable outcome were rebu ed rather indignantly.
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There is yet another unintended consequence. As the faculty have watched this email
drama over the years, there is a visible loss of morale. This has resulted in faculty
shying away from committee work in fear of retaliation. While public expression
of frustration is understandable, targeting individuals for their role in perceived
injustice with slander and vague threats has no place in a legitimate discourse.
It is not reasonable to politicize the department for this purpose. In a similar
vein, it is not reasonable to disrupt attempts to regularize routine functions of the
department. I very much hope the department will return to its mathematically
exciting, but otherwise mundane existence at the earliest, unencumbered by this
additional burden.
Sincerely,

www.math.msu.edu

Rajesh S. Kulkarni
Professor of Mathematics
email: kulkarni@math.msu.edu

MSU is an a rmative-action/
equal opportunity employer.

