April 14, 2018

I arrived at MSU in the Fall of 1998 and have been a full Professor since 2008.
My research area is in Topology; the same area in which Professor Akbulut’s
work is. I am also one of the members of the current Mathematics Advisory
Committee.
The Geometry/Topology group at MSU has a long tradition of mentoring and
training young mathematicians both at the level of postdoctoral fellows and
graduate students. With the hard work of the entire department the group has
hired exceptional junior faculty; this is true in all the areas of the department.
I am proud of the accomplishments of my colleagues, and our graduate students
and I am looking forward to continue working with them. We have postdoctoral
fellows from all over the world coming to work with members of the group and
we mentor a diverse and large group of strong graduate students. Our weekly
Geometry/Topology seminar hosts outside speakers and it is often attended by
postdocs and graduate students from nearby universities.
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In the last couple of years Selman’s letters targeting the members of the Mathematics Advisory Committee that conducted the administrative review (of the
penalty that he received in 2015), were sent to tenure -track assistant professors
and to postdoctoral fellows; several of the messages were also sent to graduate
students. For some of the newcomers, one of the first e-mail messages they received from senior faculty, was a message from Akbulut targeting the chair, the
graduate director, and calling several faculty members “minions and cronies”.
He went on to accuse faculty members, implicitly or explicitly, of having received bribes and salary increases to sign “faulty documents” and to “back up
the lies of the chair and the dean”. Selman has circulated a document in which
he singles out the recent salary raises of 10 or so mathematics faculty membersfive of which are the members of his administrative review panel- implying that
they have received unfairly high raises as reward for supporting the “fraudulent actions” of the administration. One the faculty members targeted by this
particular document is also me.
I found myself struggling as I tried to “explain” the “meaning” of this document
when I was asked by postdoctoral fellows and graduate students that meet with
me to work or as I was asked by faculty that just joined the department. I
found myself struggling to keep civility and maintain professionalism as I saw
Selman bring some of his aggressive behavior in the Geometry/Topology seminar
room, during talks with outside speakers hosted by myself or my colleague Matt
Hedden. I also found myself in a similar situation when colleagues from several
mathematics departments informed me that the above mentioned document as
well as several documents of similar content, were on Selman’s web page and
were sent to colleagues at other universities. These documents were also sent

to the President of the American Mathematical Society, government officials of
the State of Michigan and reporters of well known national newspapers. The
question I was asked by colleagues and by many of our visitors is the same that
has been also on my mind: How can a professor at any university behave in this
way and how can any department or university tolerate such behavior from one
of its faculty members?
It is clear to mathematics department members, and to outside people, that
Prof. Akbulut’s behavior is not acceptable. His case was brought up for discussion at this year’s Mathematics Advisory Committee. Soon after, the committee
members received an e-mail message from Akbulut that started as follows:
“My suggestion to AdCom members is not to sign any document along to way
of penalizing your colleagues. I think Promislow (along with Kirkpatrick) put
5 previous AdCom members in trouble by making them sign faulty document
about federal funds, which they know is not correct (because PI has been telling
them so, and official memos showing them so). They could go to jail for this.”
The letter was perceived by the committee as it is; a threat. At that point I
wrote a message to the Advisory Committee and the mathematics chair, explaining my position; I gave the chair permission to include that letter along
with this one. I strongly feel that none of my colleagues should have to stand
the constant public targeting that Selman’s actions have exposed them to, just
because they did their job correctly while serving on departmental and university committees. University professors often serve as role models to young
people in their disciplines and to people they mentor and teach. I find it very
hard to continue recruiting junior faculty and graduate students to join MSU if
we continue to appear to them as tolerating and accepting professor Akbulut’s
behavior by not taking disciplinary action.
Sincerely,

E. Kalfagianni
Professor of Mathematics
www.math.msu.edu/⇠kalfagia
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